Kjeldsen/Busk Madsen and Pedersen versus Denmark
Executive order 313 of June 15 1972/amended 1975

· Sex education made obligatory in Danish Folkeskole (public education)

· Amendment to which parents be allowed to ask their children be exmpted for religious reasons fell by 103 votes to 24
· Executive order challenged by Kjeldsen, Busk Madsen and Pedersen on the basis of:
- Protocol to the European Convention article 2 No 1:

“No person shall be denied the right to education. In the exercise of any functions which it assumes in relation to education and to teaching, the State shall respect the right of parents to ensure such education and teaching in conformity wit their own religious and philosophical conviction”

- Article 8 of ECHR – right to privacy and family life


- Article 9 of ECHR – right to religious freedom

Court ruling: p.22:

“..Article 2 (P-1) implies that the State in fulfilling the functions assumed by it in regard to education and teaching, must take care that the information is conveiyed in an objective, critical and pluralistic manner. The state is forbidden to pursue and aim of indoctrination that may be considered as not respecting parents’ religious and philosophilcal convictions. That is the limit that must not be exceeded…Such an interpretation is consistent at on and the same time with articles 8,9 and 10 of the ECHR)
